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Your question requires a deli- 

cate answer, because it 

touches on some principles 

of relationship and authority 
about which many fine people are sensi- 
tive. 

Those of us who follow the Lord have 
been taught that we should submit to the 
authority of our parents and, to a lesser 
but important degree, our elders and our 
church. And | want to affirm you for tak- 
ing seriously their expressions of con- 
cern about the choices you are making. 

The authority and direction which 
comes from these significant sources is 
important, but it is not absolute. Within 
reason, for example, children are to obey 
and honor their parents. But as a man or 
woman grows older, other dimensions of 
authority come into play—the authority of 
your own wisdom and accumulated expe- 
rience, the authority of God’s voice wit- 
nessing within you, the authority that 
comes from the influence of other godly 
people in the larger extended family of 
your life. (Was Jesus appealing to a 
higher authority than his anxious mother 
when he resists her scolding at the age 
of twelve and says, “! must be about my 
Father's business”?) 

Perhaps you must think along the 
same lines if you conclude that the tradi- 
tion out of which you come restricts you 
too much. But should you choose to 
obey an authority other than that of your 
parents and your church, do so gently— 
not in a spirit of destructive rebellion. Ex- 
plain yourself carefully and assure them 
that you respect them as parents and 
Spiritual mentors, but that you have had 
to decide to walk a different road. Never 
close your door to their love 

Another warning: be prepared to pay 
the price of your choice. You may have 
to find financial and emotional support 
from other sources, and perhaps rely 
largely on yourself. 

Some who do not accept your decision 
may become harsh and unloving. You 
will be tempted to give in to such people 
to keep the peace, but doing so may 
jeopardize your own integrity. Or you may 
be tempted to play the martyr and en- 
gage in self-pity. Don’t! Find support in 
others who understand your choices, and 
live through the turbulence in a way that 
will ultimately authenticate the fact that 
God has called you in the direction 
you're traveling. @ 
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